
Research Groups: Explained  
 

Hello!  
 
We are the Postgraduate Liaison Officers for the Geographies of Children, Youth and 
Families Research Group. We thought it might be helpful to share an overview of what 
joining a research group is like, and give you an insight into what we do in our role.  
 
Research Groups  
 
What is a research group, and what does it do?  
 
A research group is a collection of researchers and practitioners, centred around a particular 
interest. The group might do things such as organise sessions at a conference, hold 
meetings with its members to discuss topics relating to the group or wider research area, 
and run activities to increase engagement with the group or general field.  
 
Research groups can be a great way of staying up-to-date with your research area and 
fostering networks amongst the academic community. These networks can act as a fantastic 
support community, or even develop into joint research projects and publications.   
 
 
How do I get involved in a research group?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do I know which research group to join?  

• Become a member: One of the simplest ways to get involved in a 
research group is to join one. If you are a member of the Royal 
Geographical Society, you can specify on your membership form which 
groups you would like to be affiliated to. If you are not a member, you 
can get in touch with a research group directly and ask to join.  

 
• Engage with the group: There are also a number of ways to engage in a 

research group when you are part of one. Many have active social 
media accounts, so giving them a follow, and liking or commenting on 
their posts is a simple and effective way to get involved. Some also run 
various competitions and activities that are great to take part in. Some 
research groups run writing retreats, or workshops that can be a great 
way to get to know people and connect with other academics working 
on similar issues.  

 
• Join the committee: Research groups also advertise for positions on 

their committee, which are usually re-opened on an annual basis. If 
there is something in particular that you think you could offer to the 
research group, such as managing the social media accounts, or 
representing PGR members of the group, it can be a wonderful way to 
get involved and have a more direct impact.  

 



With so many research groups out there, it can be tough to know which one to join. The 
Royal Geographical Society currently has 32 research groups; you can find out about each 
research group on the RGS website, on research group’s websites, or by looking at their 
accounts on social media. If you are still not sure, don’t be afraid to ask others in your 
research area and see if they are part of any groups that you might also like to join.  
 
You can be a member of more than one, so don’t worry if you find that you have 
overlapping interests in multiple groups. However, keeping your membership to a relatively 
low number can make it easier to engage more with each one and not to become too 
overwhelmed!  
 
What do we do in our role as Postgraduate Liaison Officers for the Geographies of 
Children, Youth and Families Research Group?  
 
As Postgraduate Liaison Officers, we help to make sure that the activities of the Research 
Group meet the needs of Postgraduate Researchers and Early Career Researchers.  We also 
increase the visibility of their work within the group. For example, we are responsible for 
the running of a ‘Researcher in the Spotlight’ initiative, in which we showcase the research 
profile of researchers at different career stages working in the field of children, youth and 
families on twitter and on our website. Over the last year, we’ve highlighted work on food 
insecurity, digital technology and urban planning with young people, and children’s mapping 
practices and everyday lives – you can read all the profiles here.  
 
As PGRs ourselves, we know how daunting the academic world can be sometimes, and so 
we also like to think about ways of sharing tips and tricks with one another to build up a 
supportive, friendly network. If there is anything you would like to know more about, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us using the details provided below. 
 
Thanks for reading! 
Emma and Liz 
 
Emma e.bates2@lboro.ac.uk; @emmarbates 
Elizabeth.ackerley-2@manchester.ac.uk; @e_ackerley   


